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The Mirage of “"Women led” Development

Brinda Karat

THE G-20 Delhi Summit adopted an omnibus dec-
laration which included a section on “Gender Equal-
ity and Empowering all Women and Girls”. Through
17 clauses which reiterate the importance of
women’s “leadership and equal participation” in
decision-making processes, the declaration resolved
to set up a “working group on women’s empower-
ment” Given the global reality of continuing dis-
crimination against women and girl children, such
a working group to focus specifically on steps to
address such existing discriminations can only be
welcome. One does though have a kind of déja vu
feeling since recommendations of such “working
groups” formed in the past, by and large, remain
unimplemented. For example, the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals to which all the G-20 countries are
signatories have specific targets to address gender
gaps. However as the declaration itself admits “At the
midway point to 2030, the global progress on SDGs
is off-track with only 12 per cent of the targets on
track.”

The gender equality section starts with the words
“We encourage women-led development and remain
committed to enhancing women’s full, equal, effec-
tive, and meaningful participation as decision mak-
ers for addressing global challenges inclusively and
in contributing as active participants in all spheres
of society, across all sectors and at all levels of the
economy, which is not only crucial for achieving
gender equality, but also for contributing to global
GDP growth.” The phrase “women-led development”
in the declaration is striking and is the contribution
of the government of India which of late has been
using the phrase quite often. But there is nothing in
the 17 clauses which throws any light on what this
phrase actually means. The 17 clauses reiterate
what is well known and documented, namely the
various areas including climate change, food secu-
rity, education, women’s employment, health, nutri-
tion and so on where steps are to be taken to ad-
dress existing inequalities.

This is not an issue of semantics. When phrases
like “women-led development” are used, leaders are
accountable to describe what are the parameters of
such a development process, which are different

from other “non women-led development models.
The truth is that the development models adopted
by countries describing themselves as ‘democracies”,
mainly western developed countries, have led to
obscene inequalities across the globe, between
countries, between the rich and the poor within
countries, and between men and women. The core
of this model remains the discredited “trickle down
theory” in which big business continues to enjoy
State subsidies through tax concessions, bank loan
write offs, subsidies in land availability, cross coun-
try concessions for the free movement of finance
capital on the premise that it will lead to more in-
vestment, creation of employment and so on. The
“no governance is good governance” model, has re-
moved government regulation, dismantled and sold
off public assets, privatised strategic industries. All
this, as we know, has been done in the name of “re-
form.” The G-20 declaration reiterates this commit
ment It says “(We agree to) Pursue reforms... We
recognise the critical role of private enterprise in
accelerating growth and driving sustainable eco-
nomic transformations.” If the macro model of de-
velopment remains the same, where then does
women-led development fit in?

On March 7, 2023, the Press Information Bureau
of the government of India put out a bulletin with a
list of government schemes meant to benefit women
under the headline “From Women'’s development to
Women led development” Just as “reform” is the
cover for aggressive profit maximising models of
capitalism, so also the phrase “women led develop-
ment” listing government schemes, conceals the
reality of a trend of decreasing government invest
ment in projects and schemes meant for women’s
development. The gender budget was started in
2005-2006 as aresult of women's struggles for bud-
geting accountability in the share of national re-
sources allocated to address multiple layers of gen-
der discrimination. What was meant to be a tool to
identify and plug the gaps through prioritised in-
vestment, has been reduced to nothing but an ac-
counting exercise. It has two parts -the first part A
which includes schemes which are 100 per cent for
women and part B which include all government
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schemes where at least one third of the expendi-
ture is supposedly for women. Women led develop-
ment should mean a substantial increase in the to-
tal amount of the gender budget. It should also re-
flect in a much bigger component in the expendi-
ture in part A rather than Part B. However on both
counts, the opposite trend dominates. Firstly, the
total gender budget for 2023-2024, was reduced
from 5.2 per cent of the total expenditure the previ-
ousyear to 5 per cent. On an average, there has been
no substantial increase in the gender budget since
its inception, which has remained between 4 to 6
per cent. What is of greater concern is that, in 2023-
24, the very year that the phrase of women led de-
velopment was coined, the expenditure in Part A,
was at its lowest at just around 39 per cent of the
total, while part B which includes expenditure on all
manner of projects made up 61 per cent of expendi-
tures of the gender budget In other words, wholly
women specific schemes are just about 40 per cent
of an already inadequate budgetary allocation.

A critical area recognised as being a prerequi-
site for women’s development is her economic in-
dependence. India’s record has been going from bad
to worse in the field of women’s waged employment
that is considered to be the most secure. The share
of women in regular waged work fell, according to
an analysis of the Periodic Labour Force Survey
(NSO) from 21.9 per centin 2018-2019 to just 15.9
per cent in the post pandemic period in 2022-2023,
highlighting the disproportionate effect in loss of
employment for women. There is no change in the
reality that over 90 per cent of women are in the
unorganised sector with no job or income security.
The central government itself has proved to be the
worst employer. The largest number of women are
employed in flagship schemes of the central govern-
ment. Almost one crore women work in anganwadis,
and as ASHA workers, as mid day meal scheme
workers, as facilitators and so on. However despite
onerous work tasks critical to these service oriented
schemes, these women are the most exploited, paid
‘allowances” which are below even minimum wages,
and not recognised as government employees. Ac-
cording to the PLFS survey, the share of women en-
gaged in agriculture has increased sharply to 64.3
per centin 2022-23 from 55.3 per cent in 2018-19.
This includes and is mainly unpaid work on family
farms. The budgetary allocations for paid work man-
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dated by law in rural work projects through
MNREGA have been drastically cut down by the cen-
tral government. This has a most negative impact
on women who constitute between 50 to 80 per cent
of workers in several states. So here is a novel model
of “women led development” which cuts resources
for women and follows policies which lead to an in-
creased burden of unpaid work for the female work
force.

The reality is that women, particularly women
from historically oppressed and exploited commu-
nities of dalits and adivasis, are bearing the brunt
of the economic policies of the present central re-
gime of handing over the country’s national re-
sources to the richest one per cent who now con-
trol over 40 per cent of the country’s wealth. This is
corporate led development, certainly not women led.
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GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
ABSTRACT
School Education - Enabling the students in Govt Schools
of Andhra Pradesh to achieve high-end global jobs in the
futuristic technologies and opportunities - Provisioning
of Future Skills Experts by the Engineering Colleges to
the mapped 6,790 Government High Schools in the State
atthe rate of one Expert for 3 Schools to equip the students
to upskill in the next generation education - Orders -

Issued.

SCHOOL EDUCATION (PROGIV) DEPARTMENT
G.O. Ms.No. 98 Dated: 20.12.2023

Read the following:

1. From the Commissioner of School Infrastructure, File
No. ESE-02-31021/57 /2023-IT-CSE (Computer No.
2217742).

2. U.0. Note No. 342/2023, G.A. (Cabinet) Deptt, dt
06.11.2023.

skk ksk skk

ORDER:

The Government of Andhra Pradesh is committed to
enabling and preparing the students studying in the
Government schools to get high-end global jobs in
futuristic technologies. To achieve this, it is focusing on
transforming education in Government schools to make
students to learn the skills to enable and prepare them
for the future technologies. Since 2019, Government has
been on a continuous endeavour to ensure that the young
generation of Andhra Pradesh studying in Govt schools,
become globally employable citizens.

e In Academic Year (AY) 2019-20, English was made as a
medium of instruction in all the 45,000 Govt schools.
Today all the 41 lakh students studying in Govt. schools
are getting education in English medium.

e In AY 2020-21, Govt introduced the Bilingual textbooks
in the subjects of Science, Social Science and
Mathematics subjects.

e In AY 2022-23, to provide the students with national

and global platforms for learning and recognition, for

providing the best content in Science, Social Science
and Mathematics, AV bilingual content from Byjus’ is
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being used by the Government in all the Govt. schools,
to further strengthen the learning quality of the
students. The Class VIII students and teachers were
provided 5,18, 740 personal TABS for learning
enhancement with the Byjus’ App and content
preloaded for the purpose of learning.

¢ In AY 2023-24, under the flagship program of Nadu Neduy,
digitization of the school infrastructure is being done
through 30,213 Interactive Flat panels (IFPs) in High
schools and 10,038 Smart TVs in Primary schools. Inthe
le-over classrooms the IFPs and Smart TVs will be
provided by 21st Dec, 2023. Government has also
approved the proposal to enter into agreement with
ETS ( Education Testing Services) for providing the
opportunity for improving the speaking of English and
enhancing the TOEFL preparation for the examination
of students studying in Govt schools.

e Provided robust High-speed Internet connectivity to
Schools, for better utilization of Digital Infrastructure.

2. In pursuit of the sustainable development goal, the
Government have launched various flagship
programmes, i.e., Jagananna Ammavodi, Jagananna
Gorumudda (MDM), Jagananna Vidya Kanuka (JVK),
Manabadi Nadu-Nedu,
administrative reforms, etc., to improve the school

several academic and

education value chain and provide excellent facilities
in Government Schools with the ultimate objective of
improving the learning outcomes of children studying
in all Government schools.
3. As per the McKinsey Global report, India’s core digital
like
Communications could double in size by 2025. The

sectors Information Technology and
productivity unlocked by the digital economy could
create 60 to 65 million jobs (for India) by 2025, many
of them requiring functional digital skills.

4. Govt. of Andhra Pradesh constituted a committee for
the purpose of designing the content of the Future Skills
subject including academicians and industry experts
from front running companies like Microsoft, Google,
Amazon, Intel, NASSCOM, etc. Based on the inputs from
the expert group and the analysis of the available
content a complete set of subject content is being
established from class 8th onwards. This subject will
be introduced from 8th class onwards from the next
year. The Commissioner, School Education in
consultation with the Commissioner, School

Infrastructure will give detailed proposal of modalities.
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5. Govt of Andhra Pradesh have designed the educational
reforms to empower students to compete globally,
equipping them with balanced and matured thinking
and knowledge in emerging and future technologies
such as artificial intelligence, data management,
machine learning, Large Language Models (LLM), Data
Analytics to bringing in LLM platform tools such as Chat
GPT, Web 3.0, Augmented Reality, Virtual Reality,
Internet of Things, Central Bank Digital Currency,
Autonomous vehicles, 3D-Printing, Gaming, etc. To
address the current learning requirements and to
ensure appropriate class-specific learning outcomes,
it is important that in early classes the students are
exposed to these skills and their curriculum and
practice is aligned.

6. Therefore, a resource person is needed from the
Engineering Colleges to oversee the available digital
infrastructure, to streamline digital infrastructure
management, enhance security, support educators and
students, and contribute to more efficient and effective
educational processes. The current fi nal year B.Tech
and M.Tech students within the State who are from
Computer Science and Electronics background are the
most updated knowledge person in this rapidly
transforming field and hence are the best set of
employable resource in this role.

7.1t can be a valuable addition to ensure that schools are
well-prepared for the digital demands of modern
education. This resource person may be called as
‘Future Skills Expert.

8. Basic job chart of Future Skills Expert is as follows:

i. Maintenance of Digital Assets within the school
premises including IFPs, TABs and Smart TVs.

ii. Usage of digital devices and assets in the High

Schools by the teachers and students.

iii. Teaching ‘Future Skills’ (digital technology related

subjects) as Subject Teacher.

iv. Training the teachers at school for ‘technology led

teaching’ for teaching the students via digital assets.

9. The following benefits will result by deployment of the
Future Skills Experts:

a. Uniform coaching for all the students.

b. The teaching of the students in future technology
related subjects will enable them to compete for
global job opportunities and perform well in the
forthcoming time.

c. It will also ensure continuity if students go from one
school to another school both horizontally and
vertically, as the audio-video content will be
common among all the schools.

d. The teachers’ training will equip them to handle the
classes with Technology led teaching methodology
and thus upskill them for better delivery and
training of the students.

e. The goal of all the educational changes implemented
by the GoAP over the past four years has been to
help the young generation of Andhra Pradesh to
become global citizens. Since 2019 Govt. has been
on a continuous endeavor to ensure that the young
generation of Andhra Pradesh studying in Govt
schools, become globally employable cit izens.
Presently, knowledge base of the current Govt.
lecturers and Director SCERT is limited and there
are lacunae with respect to the futuristic
technologies’ knowledge base within the available
resources of the department Thus, there is need to
overhaul the system through the recruitment of the
Future Skills Experts.

f. Students’ capability to learn futuristic technologies
will be enhanced and provides multifarious benefits.

10. Following Key Performance Indicators (KPis) can be
achieved from provisioning of the ‘Future Skills
Expert’:

e Timely resolution of technical issues.

e Feedback and satisfaction levels from teachers,
students, and staff.

e Adoption and utilization rates of digital tools and
resources.

e Improvement in student performance and
engagement through technology.

e Compliance with data privacy and security
regulations.

11. In the current Academic Year students will start
internship from 6th January, 2024. The usage of the
Digital infrastructure and its maintenance will start
from current Academic Year itself.

Qualifications for the Future Skills Expert:

B.Tech final year / M.Tech final year students (CSE &

Electronics Branches) who were supposed to do one

semester internship will be deployed as ‘Future Skills

Expert.
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Remuneration: Rs. 12,000 per month + Rs. 2/km per
expert for commuting will be paid to the Engineering
College.

12. Considering the above, Government hereby order that
to deploy the Future Skills Experts from the
Engineering Colleges to the mapped 6,790 Govt High
Schools in the State, at the rate of one Expert for (3)
schools in j ob work mode.

13. The Chairman, AP Higher Education Council, the
Commissioner of School Education, the
Commissioner of School Infrastructure and the State
Project Director, Samagra Shiksha will take
necessary actions in this regard

(BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE GOVERNOR OF A.P))

PRAVEEN PRAKASH
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY TO GOVT.
kkk
GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
ABSTRACT

TRIBAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT - Up-gradation of (2S

1) posts - Language Pandits (Telugu-98), (Hindi-93) and

Physical Education Teachers (60) in the Tribal Welfare

Ashram High Schools to the cadre of School Assistants in

the Tribal Welfare Ashram High Schools on par with the

School Education Department and Municipal

Administration & Urban Development Departments in the

interest of quality education in Tribal areas- Permission

Accorded.

TRIBAL WELFARE (EDUCATION) DEPARTMENT

G.0.Ms.No.1 Dated.03.01.2024

Read:

E -file received from the Director of Tribal Welfare, A.P,,

Vijayawada in Computer No.116120, Dated: 18.03.2020.

skskkoksk

ORDER:

In the reference read above, the Director of Tribal
Welfare Department, A.P,, Vijayawada has informed that,
the School Education Department have issued orders for
up-gradation of the posts of Language Pandits and
Physical
Education Teachers in Government Zilla Parishads,
Manda} Parishads, Municipal High Schools and
Government Upper Primary Schools to School Assistants
vide G.0.Ms.No.77, School Education (SER.II) Department
dated.30.12.2019. The Director of Tribal Welfare
Department, A.P, Vijayawada
has sent a proposal for up-gradation of (2S 1) posts i.e.,
Language Pandits (Telugu-98), (Hindi-93) and Physical
Education Teachers (60) in Tribal Welfare Ashram High
Schools to School Assistants in Tribal Welfare Ashram
High Schools with effect from 30.10.2019 on par with the
School Education Department.
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2. The Government after careful examination of the
matter hereby accord permission to the Director of
Tribal Welfare Department, A.P, Vijayawada for up-
gradation of (2S1) postsi.e., Language Pandits (Telugu-
98), (Hindi-93) and Physical Education Teachers (60)
to the cadre of School Assistants in the Tribal Welfare
Ashram High Schools which are not having School
Assistant posts in the subjects of Telugu, Hindi &
Physical Education Teachers on par with the School
Education Department and Municipal Administration
& Urban Development Departments in the interest of
quality education in Tribal areas.

3. This order is issued with the concurrence of the Finance
Department vide U.0.No:22007S7 / HR.II/ FINO-
HROPDPP / CRRD / 143 /2023, Dated.06.12.2023.

4. The Director of Tribal Welfare Department, A.P,,
Vijayawada shall take necessary action in this matter
by allowing promotions as per the existing rules.

(BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE GOVERNOR OF A.P.)

KANTILAL DANDE
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT
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